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after the ship as far as ever they could by moon-
light, that it grieved me to the heart to hear them.
Besides, to see poor patient labouring men and
housekeepers, leaving poor wives and families,
taken up on a sudden by strangers, was very hard,
and that without press-money, but forced against
all law to be gone. It is a great tyranny." This
alone was sufficient to damp the enthusiasm of
the common people, which Pepys had shared
when he wrote in his diary of the fierce and
glorious engagement off Lowestoft in June 1665 :
*s A greater victory never known in the world,"
and recorded the fact that he had bought a new
suit of clothes to celebrate it.

Two years later, it was a very different story.
For hi June 1667 the Dutch, taking advantage of
the improvidence and supineness of the English
command, sailed coolly up the Medway as far as
Chatham and, meeting no resistance, destroyed or
captured part of the fleet riding there at anchor.
This daring, and after all innocuous, raid, unpar-
alleled in the country's history either before that
day or since, shocked the confidence of the nation
profoundly. For the first time since the Armada,
eighty years earlier, men realised that England,
though an island, was not immune from the danger
of foreign invasion. Hyde, to whose many
alleged misdeeds was added that of unnecessarily